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It is not surprising that men who seek to trace in human
history the operations of a Divine hand, should have deemed the
storm which dispersed the French fleet, when it lay within a
cannon shot of the Irish shore, as manifestly providential as that
which two centuries before had shattered the proud Armada of
Spain. Except perhaps in the beginning of the rebellion of 1641,
the connection between England and Ireland had never been in
such peril as in the last weeks of 1796. If the expedition had
started but a few days earlier, when the weather was still propi-
tious; if it had not encountered a storm of extraordinary violence
and duration, at a time when success had almost been attained;
if the wind had blown from any other point of the compass, or
if the naval part of the expedition had been conducted with
common skill, it is certain that an army of some fifteen thou-
sand French soldiers would have been landed without difficulty
within forty-five miles of Cork before there was any considerable
force to oppose them, and it is scarcely less certain that the
second city in Ireland must have fallen into their hands. It is
only too probable, that such a success would have been im-
mediately followed by a rebellion in Ulster, if not in the other
provinces.

It was a strange and startling thing, that a great French
fleet should have been able to sail unmolested to the coast of
Ireland, to remain in an Irish bay for five whole days, and then
to return to France without encountering an English fleet. In
one respect, however, the expedition was very reassuring. It
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